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A Campaign song has been written by Terry Quinlan, a veteran of Christmas 

Island. A CD has been created entitled ‘Memories in Song’. 5 tracks are on 

the CD and a percentage of the profits are being donated to the BNTVA. The 

Raging Toxic Cloud track has been especially written for our Medal Campaign 

and is a must listen to. For music fans, this is a great Christmas present. 

1. RAGING TOXIC CLOUD. RECOGNITION CAMPAIGN SONG 

2. SO LOVE ME 

3. AN ANGLE IN YOUR HEART 

4. DON’T WANT MY WOMAN NEAR THAT MAN 

5. PLEASE DON’T SAY YOUR MY FRIEND IF YOUR NOT 

Purchase the CD via our shop online at www.bntva.com/shop.  

For only £12.00 including postage and packaging. 

New CD of Songs 



Chaplains 

The British Nuclear Test Veterans Association is a charity registered in England and 

Wales (1173575) 

If you would like to unsubscribe or change how you hear from us in the future, please write to 

us at PO Box 1223, Spalding. PE11 9GD, email info@bntva.com or call 0208 144 3080. 

Dear Member, 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of Campaign magazine 

Message 

The wonderful occasion at the National Memorial Arboretum on 3rd October, attended by a  
large gathering of veterans, descendants and their families, was also, for me, full of memo-
ries. When I was preparing this short annual message, I looked at words I had written for 
Christmas in 2006.  Then, I began by saying ‘One of the highlights of the year was the Dedi-
cation Ceremony at the NMA on 24th June. Those who have been able to go to Staffordshire 
to see the place will know what a moving experience that can be…’ 
 

Ken Dodd used to say of his stories, ‘If it works once, why waste it?’, so I can’t improve on 
my words of twelve years ago.  The enlarged Memorial is really fine, and the new panels 
with their maps and names of places will be of great interest to people who know little or 
nothing of the Nuclear Veterans’ story.  It was good to see different members of the Nucle-
ar ’family’ - BNTVA, NCCF and first-timers - mingling and sharing experiences over really 
splendid refreshments – was it lunch or tea? 
 

Mention of ‘family’ leads seamlessly into the Christmas story.  This is a time for families, 
and, for many, a time when we are conscious of those who are no longer with us.  I certain-
ly felt their presence at the Arboretum. 
 

But of course, at the heart of the Christmas story is another vulnerable little family, and a 
birth like no other. Again, quoting from my 2006 article, ‘The essence of the Christmas sto-
ry, and the heart of our Christian faith, is ‘God with us’: God taking human form in Jesus, to 
feel our sadness and to share our gladness’.   
 

So, this Christmas, try to make time to ‘hear again the message of the angels’, and to pray 
for what the carol calls ‘this old and weary world’. 
 

I wish all members of our Association, and all who may read the Magazine, a blessed 
Christmas and a very happy new year. 
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The ‘Jesse’ Award 

Outstanding Contribution 

Award 

40 

As we come to the end of 2018, the board would like to wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  It has been a very successful year for the 

BNTVA, the awareness of the Nuclear Veterans worldwide has increased dra-

matically. 

The board would like to thank the members who are re-joining the Associa-

tion, your support of the new charity and the work that we are undertaking is 

much appreciated.  

We continue the fight for recognition through the medal campaign and will 

continue to work with the UK government in ensuring that all UK service per-

sonnel, who were involved in any Nuclear testing will be recognised. 

Our links across the world continue to grow with relationships with other or-

ganisations through the Nuclear Veterans Worldwide program. We continue 

to build these important relationships. 

The All Tests Reunion was a great success and we would encourage anyone 

who has never attended to book early and enjoy a break with other veterans 

and their families.  

As our Veterans continue to age, it is important that the descendants carry 

on the fight for recognition, we need to ensure that the membership contin-

ues to grow.  

Our 2019 conference at Chateau Impney will be an important one as we 

launch our new children’s membership. If you can attend, please book early 

to avoid disappointment. 

For anyone who needs help, please contact us on 0208 144 3080 Monday to 

Friday 10am-4pm. We thank you for your support. 

BNTVA Board—29th October 2018 

www.bntva.com 

BNTVA Board News 
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Pontins, Sand Bay, Weston-Super-Mare 

The All Tests Reunion was held on the 24th—28th September 2018. It was a 

fantastic reunion this year, with many new people attending. 

The venue provided excellent food and entertainment. The week started 

with a wine reception. Participants were given their welcome packs and a 

unique pin badge. Activities for the week were explained and the veterans 

and their families introduced to the BNTVA Trustees. 

A presentation from Alan Owen on Tuesday morning, introduced the BNTVA 

trustees and an update on the Medal campaign was discussed.  The BNTVA 

asked the participants if they were prepared to have the BNTVA help Sandie 

in arranging the reunion and it was unanimously agreed. 

At the presentation, the next ‘Jesse’ award was given out to Ron Bostwick. 

Ron has been a member of the BNTVA for a number of years and has attend-

ed the All Tests Reunion since it first started.  

www.bntva.com 

2018 All Tests Reunion 
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Ron Bostwick with his ‘Jesse’ award which he 

deserves for his efforts in raising awareness of 

the Nuclear Veterans, his speeches in schools 

and attendance at events, travelling from the 

Isle of Wight. With his wife Gwen and his son 

David, they have always supported the 

BNTVA. 

*It should be noted that the BNTVA Trustees paid for their own accommodation and 

did not claim any accommodation costs for the reunion. 

Alan Owen also told the participants that any Royal Air Force participant or 

their family who was attending the event this year would receive a payment 

for their accommodation and £50 towards their travel costs due to a grant 

awarded by the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund (RAFBF). (A special mention 

should go to Jeff Roebuck who wrote to the RAFBF and complained that they 

had not contributed towards the return to Christmas Island.) 

The BNTVA shop was open for two mornings, and manned by Melanie Owen , 

Alison Walker, Janet Barton and Laura Jackson. The shop proved to be a great 

success with over £1800 taken in orders at the event. 

Terry Quinlan promoted his new CD which contains a campaign song ‘Raging 

Toxic Cloud’ and 4 other tracks. It was played during the week and was played 

in the main hall to everyone at Pontins. 
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In the Tuesday afternoon, the mothers and daughters met for an after-

noon tea party and discussed the issues that they face when supporting 

their husbands and the family unit. This proved to be extremely well 

attended. (A special mention to Susan Long and her family for preparing 

the cakes for the event. The lemon drizzle cake was delicious) 

The men headed outside for a crazy golf tournament, splitting into teams. 

The weather was glorious and great fun was had by all.  

Susan interviewed many veterans and descendants for the 60 at 60 cam-

paign currently being aired on Facebook. If you want to tell your story, 

please email s.mussselwhite@bntva.com or call 0208 144 3080 and we 

will ensure your story is told to the world. 

www.bntva.com 

Brian being presented with the winners trophy 

for the lowest score at crazy golf by Alan Owen. 

Brian will be back next year to defend his crown. 

After the crazy golf, the men got 

to sample the cakes and then re-

turned to the pitch and putt for a 

team event. (Navy vs RAF vs Army) 

Nearest to the pin won the tour-

nament. It was the Army who 

were victorious. 

2018 All Tests Reunion 
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Videos were presented on Wednesday morning, with Roger Grace giving a 

presentation of his time at Montebello. New videos were shown this year, 

the return to Christmas Island and unveiling of the new Memorial in 2018 and 

the ‘Atomic Soldier’ video produced at the BNTVA conference which has now 

been viewed 34 million times on Facebook. 

The highlight of the day was a presentation by Dr 

Becky Martin of the University of Southampton 

who presented her research findings from her NCCF 

funded project ‘Nuclear Families’. Unfortunately, 

we cannot show any pictures or give any infor-

mation relating to this project as we received this 

statement from the NCCF before the event: 

"The NCCF recognises the All Test Reunion is not a BNTVA Event, however, 

any information presented by Dr Alexis-Martin in relation to the Nuclear 

Families project is purely for the information of attendees to the event and 

the intellectual property rights of all research findings and publica-

tions are held jointly between Southampton University and the NCCF. No au-

thority for reproduction of any material: visual, printed or verbal, in any for-

mat will be granted to the BNTVA or its agents.  Any infringement of these 

intellectual property rights will be deemed deliberate and wilful."    

The BNTVA were very disappointed with this statement as we had promoted 

this work and project for the NCCF and to be told that we could not share it 

with you at the start of the event was extremely frustrating.  

The BNTVA Board also held a board meeting at the reunion so that expensive 

meetings in London can be avoided.  
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On Thursday morning, the Chairman’s quiz was held. 80 questions relating to 

everything British, including history, films and general knowledge. The win-

ning team were the ‘Land Crabs’  

In the evening, the raffle was held with over 100 prizes to be won. We raised 

over £500 from the raffle and we must thank everyone who donated prizes 

to the event. These are much needed funds which ensure that the event is 

self funding for next year. 

The band for the evening were called ‘Trio’ and they were excellent. Veter-

ans and their families danced the night away. 

www.bntva.com 

2018 All Tests Reunion 
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The evening closed with ‘Old Lang Syne’ and everyone retired for the 

evening. ready for 2019 and to do it all again. 

The 2019 Reunion will be again held at Pontins, Sand Bay, Weston-Super-

Mare, on the 23rd to 27th September. You can book directly with Pontins, 

call 01934 428200 and quote NTR to ensure that you receive the special 

rate of £80.00 for the week, including breakfast, evening meal and enter-

tainment. A £20 deposit is required. 

You can also upgrade to a Club room for £150.00. At present, we have no 

external funding for 2019, but we will be working hard to ensure that we try 

and receive contributions from other organisations. 



Con-
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Hawaiian Shirts were 

again worn for the last 

evening, a long lasting 

tradition 

People travelled from all 

over the country, with 

the Isle of Wight and the 

Isle of Man represented.  

One veteran described 

the event as ‘The Best in 

Memory’ thanks to you 

all. 

Fun and laughter were had 

by all participants. The week 

went so quickly, but every-

one enjoyed themselves 

2018 All Tests Reunion 



13 www.bntva.com 

Memorabilia and articles 

are displayed at the reun-

ion, with Veterans recalling 

stories and their time at the 

tests. 

Friendships which last 

a lifetime.  

Unique individuals 

with a unique bond. 

It was great to see everyone enjoy-

ing the event. If you have never 

been, it is an experience that you 

should not miss, Come along and 

meet everyone. We will guarantee 

you will have fun. 
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On the 3rd October 2018, the new memorial to the British Nuclear Test 

Veterans was unveiled in a ceremony arranged by the NCCF. The Rever-

end Nicholas Frayling conducted the ceremony. The new memorial has 

been extended with two new wings added. 

www.bntva.com 

The original memorial has stood 

for a number of years and has now 

been complemented by two fur-

ther stones showing the locations 

of the British tests. 

NAVAD Day was chosen as this is 

the anniversary of the first British 

Nuclear test. 

National Memorial Arboretum 
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Veterans and their families attended the ceremony along with BNTVA trus-

tees and the memorial is now a fitting tribute to all the Nuclear Veterans 

who participated in the testing programme. 

The BNTVA would like to thank the NCCF for their hard work in completing 

this memorial and arranging the ceremony. 



Conference Report 
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Leeds Minster Memorial 

www.bntva.com 

 

On the 7th October 2018, the memorial to the British Nuclear Test Veterans 

was rededicated in a ceremony arranged by the NCCF. The standard of the 

Yorkshire branch was also laid up.  Representatives of the BNTVA board 

attended the ceremony. 
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The BNTVA would like to thank the NCCF for their hard work in completing 

this memorial and arranging the ceremony. 

The Reverend gave a moving service with Bryan Jarvis and Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of West Yorkshire Mr Ed Anderson gave readings. 

Don James and Nigel Heaps MBE laid the standard to rest. 

Also in attendance was the Lord Mayor of Leeds Mr Graham Latty who is 

actually a Nuclear Veteran. 



Conference Report 
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Thinking of Christmas? 

Christmas Gifts for everyone from the online shop 

The BNTVA online shop now has 48 products for sale. In order to ensure 

that we post items for Christmas, we need to receive the orders by the 6th 

December to ensure that they can be produced and posted as gifts. 

A number of our items are made to order, especially the clothing range. 

Please order early to avoid disappointment.  

Our new challenge coin has been produced in a limited edition run of 250. 

All orders are processed in the order they are received and sent out via 2nd 

class post. Orders may also be split into 2 packages where we have stock 

items available. (Car stickers / DVD’s / Lapel badges etc.) 

Why not surprise a family member with a challenge coin or a new fleece or 

jacket for the winter.  

Since the shop has been re-designed we have processed 155 transactions 

and sold 328 products online.  (as at end of October 2018) 

Visit www.bntva.com/shop or call 0208 144 3080 for details. 
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Membership of the BNTVA entitles you to receive the Campaign magazine 

quarterly or via email. (If you can receive your copy electronically it reduces 

the cost of the posting and printing of the magazine) 

There are three ways to pay your BNTVA membership:  

Cheque Payment 
Make cheque payable to BNTVA, write your membership number (if known) 

on the rear of the cheque and send to: 

BNTVA,  PO Box 1223,  Spalding,  PE11 9GD. 

Direct Debit 

Email info@bntva.com or call 0280 144 3080. 

Join the BNTVA 

To join the BNTVA contact us for a membership application form which 

contains all the details on paying your membership. 

Single Member £20. Family Membership £30. 

All membership data is stored on a secure server in accordance with GDPR. We will not pass 

on your information to any third party. To view our privacy policy, visit www.bntva.com or call 

0208 144 3080 for full details. 

PayPal 
Send payments to secretary@bntva.com. 
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Reader Articles 
Mrs Barbara McGill 

I am enclosing some photographs and bits of information about HMS Narvick 

which might be of interest to you or anyone connected to HMS Narvick. 

Neil joined this ship just twelve weeks after we were married! 

There is no one I know who would now be interested in the ship items so I am 

dedicating them to the BNTVA. 

Neil lost his life on 10th May 2006 and I miss him so much. 

I cannot travel to reunions as I have metal hips! I still get about now and then 

and I am thankful for that. 

Sincerely 

Barbara McGill (Mrs) 
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Mr Alfred Holmes 

I was a member of the “Operation Grapple” from June 1958 to June 1959. 

In my time there were 2 H bombs and 2 A bombs that were exploded. 

I enclose some photos that I hope may be of some use. Ted Emitt, John 

Woodford and Ken Marshel are some I can remember. We where all mem-

bers of the R.A.S.C, our job was to ferry supplies from the port area, to 

main camp and A.B sites. 

Most of our lorries had no windscreens, some had no doors. They were old 

bone shakers really, but they were a lot of fun. 

Best wishes 

A G Holmes 



Con-

22 

 

www.bntva.com 

Reader Articles Reader Articles 
Mr Roger Duffett 

My adventures with the bomb 

When I was almost 18 in 1956 and due to be called up for national service I decid-

ed to sign on for a further year to qualify as a regular serviceman and be able to 

choose the RAF and the trade of a MT driver. After driver training at RAF Weeton 

near Blackpool I was posted to RAF Barnham in Suffolk where I had my first en-

counter with the bomb. 

Barnham was an A bomb store and I was involved with the delivery of bombs to 

various RAF bomber stations. I wonder what health and safety today would say to 

having a mad 18 year old trundling around the country in a 10 ton truck with an A 

bomb on the back! 

While at Barnham I saw a notice on the board calling for volunteers for Christmas 

Island and as I had never been abroad thought that a holiday on a pacific island 

sounded a great idea so put my name down. 

In due time I found myself at London Airport (Heathrow today) waiting for a BOAC 

flight to America and beyond. Which was at the time a wonderful experience as 

only the nobs travelled by air. We were delayed by fog and were put up for the 

night at the Piccadilly hotel would you believe, and next morning we were on our 

way on the 13hr flight to New York, only prop planes in those days. From New 

York we proceeded with American Airlines to Honolulu via San Francisco, and 

from there on to Christmas Island on RAF Comet. Now, in those days flying in a jet 

aircraft was like flying in a Concord. We disembarked in terrific heat on to our Pa-

cific paradise, or so I thought! 

There were many MT drivers in the section so at first it took a while to find jobs 

for the new intake, my first was an ambulance driver which entailed a lot of sitting 

around, indeed I can only recall one call out in my weeks of this duty. 
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My second, was as a driver for the camp where the boffins lived, our main duty 

was to ensure their Land Rovers were kept topped up with fuel. Then came the 

day of the test. 

We were all assembled on the edge of a coconut plantation early in the morning. 

All we ere dressed in was our usual shorts and shirt. The first thing we were told 

on the Tanoy was that if the plane carrying the bomb crashed on take off we were 

to jump on a fleet of lorries which would take us to the far end of the island, which 

didn’t help my sense of trepidation. 

After a while we were told to turn with our backs to where the bomb was being 

dropped with our hands over our eyes. As the time for the dropping came the 

countdown began. When it got to zero the first thing was a blast of searing heat 

like an electric fire being held on my back. I heard the leaves of the palm trees 

crackle with the heat, and I could see the bones of my hands through my closed 

eyes, soon came the blast which blew many of us over. 

After a while looking at the mushroom cloud we all trooped back to our tents 

many of which were blown over. And then a strange thing, out of the clear blue 

sky it started to rain, I can only surmise that this 

was sea water sucked up by the bomb, I often 

wonder how radioactive that water was. 

Not long after the test I was on my way home, 

again by American Airlines and BOAC, so ended 

my adventures with the bomb. I then spent, apart 

from a two month detachment to Malta, my time 

at Marham in Norfolk for the remaining year of my 

service. 

I see that one of your correspondents was in-

volved in moving mustard gas from a site near 

Bedford I was there, but that’s another story. 
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Reader Articles 
Mr John Sankus—Diary entries 

April 27th 1958 

I went to Church this morning. 

April 28th 1958 

Today was D-day for us on Christmas Island, in other words the H-Bomb 

was dropped. We all, that is, every person on the Island got an early call 

at 4am. Everyone was up on the dot and away to have their breakfast. 

By 4.45am and we were each given a small pack, just in case the thing 

went wrong, we had to carry a bottle full of water, not allowed to drink 

it until we were told to. Then by 7am we had all assembled at our RD, 

the take-off of the Valiant.  

We looked at it with eyes wide open, then came the blast and Bang. The 

blast was not too bad but the bang was ever so great. When it was over, 

the sky was a wonderful perfect mushroom ‘Red Root’. 

May 16th 1958 

I changed the oil in the sump today 

May 23rd 1958 

A bomb went off at 9am, it was a nice small one. 

August 22nd 1958 

Today an A-Bomb was dropped at 9am, it wasn’t very big and just a 

small bang. 
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September 2nd 1958 

Today an H-bomb was dropped at 8:23am and it was a very big one in-

deed, much bigger than the last one and the heat on my back was great. 

September 11th 1958 

Today an H-bomb was dropped at 9pm, this time the blast was very 

bright. 
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Reader Articles 
Mr Tom Willis—Update on September Edition 

I read with interest the letter from Janet Williams regarding her husband 

John and his time in Australia in 1957. 

I was in the Royal Air Force at that time and was posted to Maralinga 

Nuclear Test Site as part of ‘Air Task Force Antler’. If I describe some of 

my recollections of my time there it may fill in some gaps for Mrs Wil-

liams. 

The tests code named ‘Buffalo’ were the 1956 Tests and there were 4 of 

them. 

The tests code named ‘Antler’ were the 1957 Tests and there were 3 of 

them. 

1. TADJE   14th September   Tower 

2. BIAK    25th September  Tower 

3. TARANAKI   9th October  Balloon. 

From Johns own description of the test he witnessed it would appear to 

have been the number 3 test. 

The Royal Australian Air Force Base at Edinburgh Field is about 16 miles 

north of Adelaide close to the town of Elizabeth. I arrived at the base on 

a RAF Comet Airliner flying from Lyneham before transferring to Mara-

linga, about 500 miles to the north west, on the Nullabor Plan, on a Roy-

al New Zealand Air Force Bristol Freighter, commonly referred to as the 

Bristol Vibrator. We lived in tents at the site, there being no permanent 

accommodation. 
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Some hours before each test, personnel and guests who had been invited 

to witness the test were flown up to Maralinga Airfield from Edinburgh 

Field. I was based in the MT Section and we had 2 coaches in which we 

transported selected people to the ‘forward area’. 

I queried this and was told it was so we could have a close look. The ma-

jority of people remained on the airfield. At the forward area was a con-

crete bunker in which were the scientists and VIP guests all in their white 

suits and dark glasses. We stood outside in our uniform shorts etc with no 

protection. I have information which says no one would be closer than 2– 

miles from the centre of the blasts without adequate protection. As it was 

possible to see the tower that had the weapon attached, I would dispute 

this fact. 

I have also seen papers which state ‘men and equipment will be sited at 

various distances from the centre of the blasts, with and without protec-

tion, to evaluate the effects on them’. 
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Reader Articles 
Mr Tom Willis—Update on September Edition (continued) 

We were instructed to face away from the weapon and told to turn to 

look, after the ‘flash’. I had my hands over my eyes and could see the 

bones on my hand when the weapon was detonated. We immediately 

felt the heat and I remember a newspaper reporter standing nearby cry-

ing in pain as the backs of his legs were burnt.  

We were in a ditch partially protected, while he stood on the top of the 

bank. We turned to watch the mushroom cloud rising and then we were 

engulfed in sand/dust as the blast reached us. This cleared for a short 

while, but then the blast came back. We watched the cloud for some 

time and then we finally returned in the coaches to the airfield which I 

think was about 15/19 miles away. 

Mrs Williams mentioned the planes flying through the cloud collecting 

samples. These were Canberra's with pods to collect the samples.  



29 www.bntva.com 

 

I often had occasion to get close to these aircraft because of refuelling 

etc. When we were leaving the area we had to go through the ‘de-

contam section’. You may laugh but this was the procedure.  

You were checked all over with a Geiger counter for contamination, it 

always reacted as there was so much radiation around. You then went 

to the de-contam which was a chap with a hosepipe who hosed you 

down all over. Even after this, the machine still registered positive, but 

you were waved away to get on with your work.  

You soon dried out in the sun. 

Some years later I had occasion to talk to a scientist from Aldermaston 

and when he learnt that I had been to Maralinga for the Nuclear Tests in 

1957 he informed me that he had refused to go there as it was too con-

taminated. 

Following the completion of the tests, it was decided to try and get eve-

ryone home for Christmas so the emigration ship ‘New Australia’ was 

diverted to Adelaide where we all embarked, Army, Navy and RAF per-

sonnel. It took 28 days to get home, via Freemantle (Perth), Aden, Suez, 

Cyprus to Southampton, but that’s another story. 

Tom Willis. 



2019 Annual Conference 

Chateau Impney, Worcester 18th May—Booking now open 

The 2019 Conference will be held at Chateau Impney. Sitting in 140 acres 

of picturesque grounds, with quaint bridges over glistening streams and a 

glimpse of the Malvern Hills in the distance.  

Easily accessible and just minutes from Junction 5 of the M5, Chateau 

Impney is one of the finest, most authentic examples of classic French 

chateau-style buildings in the UK, with a rich history spanning more than 

100 years.   

This event will be an international conference, with representatives from 

across the world participating. 

Rooms are booked direct with the hotel and the conference booked with 

the BNTVA. 

30 www.bntva.com 
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The following rooms are available. Prices are per night for single occupancy 

and include breakfast. Add £10 per night for double occupancy. 

To book a room, call  01905 77 44 11 and quote BNTVA to get our preferred 

rate. If you do not quote BNTVA, the charges may be at a higher rate as we 

have negotiated a discount. 

The rooms have been reserved for the evening of the 17th and the 18th 

May, but will be released 6 weeks before the conference. We cannot guar-

antee availability of the rooms, so please book early to avoid disappoint-

ment. 

Please note that the Impney rooms do require that you can negotiate steps 

to reach the main building. A lift is available once inside. 

All bookings are made direct with the hotel and are subject to their terms 

and conditions at the time of booking. The BNTVA are not responsible for 

any refunds due to non-attendance at the event after booking. 

Booking Rooms 

Room Type Number available Cost (per night) 

1 bedroom apartment 3 £126.00 

Courtyard Twin 9 £126.00 

Courtyard Double 16 £92.00 

Courtyard Single 8 £80.00 

Impney Room Double 21 £55.00 

Impney Room Single 5 £55.00 

Impney Room Twin 5 £55.00 



Conference Report 

32 www.bntva.com 

Return the form to Sandie Hern, PO Box 1223, Spalding. PE11 9GD with a 

cheque payable to ‘BNTVA’.   

We have lined up some great speakers for the conference and have im-

portant announcements for the future of the BNTVA. It will be a conference 

which should not be missed. 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the conference, please call 0208 

144 3080 for further details. 

2019 Annual Conference 
Booking the Conference 

To book your place at the conference and dinner, please use the enclosed 

form. The conference package includes: 

• Arrival tea / coffee with biscuits 

• Mid-morning refreshments with pastries 

• Afternoon refreshments with cakes 

• 2 course working buffet lunch 

• Mineral water, sweet on each table 

Our evening dinner includes a 3 course meal, please choose your preferred 
option on the form. 

The cost of the conference is £40.00 per person. This is at a discounted rate 
as the BNTVA are a registered charity.   

You can also donate a raffle prize at the conference, please bring any prizes 
with you to the conference. Do not post them to us! 
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The Fallout Project 
Audio portraits of Nuclear Children—Gordon Murray 

With the help of the BNTVA and the Fallout group, and under the umbrella 
of a project called Nuclear Futures, I’ve been creating a series of audio docu-
mentary/poems which use interviews with descendants to paint a picture of 
the strange world which many seem to inhabit. 
 
It’s been an amazing journey of discovery for me and I’m really grateful to 
those who gave me time and spoke so candidly and allowed me to use the 
material. Funding limitations meant that not all material was interviewed 
and so I’d like to thank those people who spoke to me but whose stories 
didn’t get told. I hope you will find something to recognise in the pieces any-
way. 
 
It has been possible to listen to the pieces through links on Fallout and 
BNTVA Facebook pages, (and there is a link below), and the feedback has 
been wonderful. If you do get a chance to listen I’d love to hear what you 
think. I’m looking for funding to take this project further and any comments 
or feedback help a lot with this.  
 
You can email me at: Gordon.Murray@Winchester.ac.uk 
 
The pieces have also been featured as part of a travelling exhibition in Aus-
tralia. Nuclear Futures was a project in which a number of artists including 
veterans, indigenous Australians, and descendants responded in different 
ways to the tests.  This summer I attended the Society for Studies of Social 
Sciences conference in Sydney to talk about the project and the descend-
ant’s testimony.  
 
The audio pieces featured in the making and doing exhibition at the power-
house museum where they were listened to by visitors. I’m really pleased to 
say that on top of this Nuclear Futures won the Making and Doing award. 
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The Fallout Project 
STEVE CLIFFORD 
A radiation biologist and a reiki healer consider what it means to be an 
absorber of energies. A nuclear child’s uncanny childhood experience con-
nects him to his father confronting the bomb blast. A digital picture that 
hangs on a wall narrates for us as we are asked to consider what the na-
ture of exposure. 
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/steve-clifford-final 
 
SHELLY GRIGG 
Where is God in the atom bomb?  
August 6th; Hiroshima Day, The Feast of The Transfiguration & the day of 
Corporal Roy Griggs funeral.  As his funeral mass takes place, his daughter 
remembers her father’s journey from nuclear veteran to Franciscan Friar 
and Brother Hugh considers the nature of real, and metaphorical change. 
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/shelly-grigg-final 
 
SHARON HARRIS  
Lights up on a stage where a spotlight shines on a wheelchair-bound danc-
er. Nearby a veteran stands beneath the nuclear lights of Christmas Island. 
Meanwhile Samuel Beckett’s play Endgame is halfway through and a thea-
tre critic speculates on the nature of change.  
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/sharon-harris-wav-final 
 
Use this link to find all three on one page 

https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/sets/fallout-interviews-with/s-Z81LI 

https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/steve-clifford-final
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/steve-clifford-final
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/shelly-grigg-final
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/shelly-grigg-final
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/sharon-harris-wav-final
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/sharon-harris-wav-final
https://soundcloud.com/user-873749694/sets/fallout-interviews-with/s-Z81LI
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Medal Campaign Update 

2018 Medal Recognition Campaign Update —Online Petition 

The petition has now ended online and even though we did not reach our 

100,000 target, we did reach the initial 10,000 target and achieved our goal 

of meeting with the Defence Secretary (Gavin Williamson) who is ensuring 

that a sub committee will be reviewing the award of a medal to us. Our Pa-

tron John Hayes continues to ensure that we are represented in Parliament 

and we hope to receive details of the sub committee and provide evidence to 

them.  

A new NRPB study into the effects of the descendants has also been prom-

ised and we look forward to the details of this study and we will ensure that 

the BNTVA have a prominent role in the study and that any findings are 

shared across the world. The fight for recognition continues. 

Please write to your MP and highlight the need for medallic recognition, we 

need to continue to apply pressure to the MP’s and the greater the cross 

party support we have the better it is for us to be non-political and for us to 

ensure that our veterans are correctly recognised for their sacrifices. 



Medal Campaign 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATOMIC VETERANS (NAAV) - USA 
 
Hello from across the pond, 
 
A lot has happened in the past few months. I will focus on only Nuclear Veteran 
related activities from a 10,000 foot look. 
 
In September NAAV (National Association of Atomic Veterans) held its 39th an-
nual convention. It was well attended. Five nations of Atomic Veterans were 
represented. A sixth Nation,  New Zealand, NZNTVA ( New Zealand Nuclear Test 
Veterans Association ) sent their regrets. We were honored with five represent-
atives from UK, BNTVA, two from France, AVEN & OBSIVEN, one from Polonaise, 
two to five adults and about sixteen youth representing the Marshal Islanders, 
as well as, a Stars and Strips Reporter and other historians. During this Conven-
tion we had NAAV Board elections. Four of our eight Board members’ terms 
were to expire. All four were reelected. Fred Schafer (the NAAV National Com-
mander) and myself (at the time the NAAV National Vice Commander) swapped 
title positions effective October 1, 2018. In addition to Fred becoming the NAAV 
National Vice Commander, he picked up the responsibility as a Co-treasurer. I 
believe all found the convention rewarding and had a good time. 
 
Upon returning from the Portland, Oregon NAAV Convention, near the end of 
September, I attended a round table discussion  with a United States Congres-
sional Sub Committee (Veterans Assistance and Memorial Affairs) of the Veter-
ans Affairs Committee. The subject was the Enewetak Atoll Radiological Cleanup 
Veterans. In attendance was myself, three other Enewetak Atoll Cleanup Veter-
ans, the Committee leadership, other Veterans groups, representatives of VA 
(Veterans Affairs), DTRA (Defense Threat Reduction Agency (the department 
that tries to determine exposure levels), and several medical experts. I believe 
this was a real eye opener for those in attendance, as to what happened and the 
information we have gathered that disputed the VA and DTRAs findings 
(“Facts”.)  I received compliments from the medical experts on my testimony 
when I stated not all of the exposure pathways are being taken into account 
when determining exposure levels. More about this when I discuss the legisla-
tive activities.  
 

Worldwide News 
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Conference Report 
In October I flew to Paris, France and drove (joined attendees) down to Montau-
ban, attending the French Atomic Veterans Convention (AVEN & OBSIVEN). Like 
BNTVA’s convention, it was a very warm welcome and I was showered with gifts 
and appreciation. Besides representing NAAV, I had the honor to speak on behalf 
of BNTVA delivering BNTVA’s regrets regarding 
not being able to have a representative present. 
At the start of delivering BNTVA’s, regrets I shed 
my suit jacket, putting on the BNTVA Blazer I 
received in May. Many enjoyed the humor in-
tended. I hope to soon get the video of this to 
share with all of you. Many in attendance want-
ed a picture with this American. I’m not sure if it 
was the novelty that I was about twice as tall as 
most of the French, or what the attraction was. 
Regardless, I enjoyed it as much as they did. I 
had a few say the last time they saw an Ameri-
can was way back as they were leaving after 
World War II. Maybe it was my typical American 
stereotype of someone that preferred Coca Cola over wine and Champagne. 
 
Later in October myself, Alex Partezana (a NAAV Atomic Veteran) & his son partici-
pated in a National Memorial & Veterans Museum grand opening in Columbus, 
Ohio, representing NAAV as a VSO (Veterans Service Organization.) The Key note 
speaker was former US Secretary of State and retired Colonel Colin Powell.  
 
Legislatively, NAAV is in a holding pattern until the New Congressmen and Sena-
tors’ swearing in mid January 2019. At this point we start all over getting a Bill for 
each subject introduced separately in the Congress and Senate, getting cosponsors 
and pushing them forward. We lost some of our supporters in the election. I have 
yet to fully assess the impact of the elections. We took some baby steps toward 
our legislative goals in 2018. Instead of an Atomic Veteran Service Medal the Sec-
retary of Defense was directed to create and issue a “Certificate of Participation” 
to be issued to the Veteran or requesting next of kin. We are not giving up on The 
Medal. For the Enewetak Atoll Radiological Cleanup Veterans, we had the round 
table discussion and the VA has be given direction to provide a report on how they 
are addressing these Veterans issues, short comings etc.in 90 days or less.  
 
Keith Kiefer, NAAV National Commander. 
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NEW ZEALAND NUCLEAR TEST VETERANS ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST  
 

Recently our Medals and Commemorations Board asked if NZNTVA would pro-
vide our Grapple crew lists. These detail those who served at Operation Grapple 
on the frigates HMNZS's Pukaki and Rotoiti, (551 men). As no official lists existed, 
earlier, NZNTVA compiled a crew list. This involved a two year manual search of 
thousands of official documents. It was important that we established who 
served at Grapple. Positive identification is essential in research, issuing of med-
als, and for other purposes. 
 

During the Cold War, the RNZN consisted of a cruiser, two frigates, and a handful 
of other craft. Our ships served on the Far East Station with British and ANZUS 
navy's. New Zealand also provided ships for Operation Grapple. In the small 
RNZN everyone knew everyone else. 
 

While photocopying the crew lists many names caught my attention. I pictured 
them as they were at Grapple. Many were early teenager's, vibrant, humorous, 
mischievous, with a life time ahead. In dire situations they moulded into disci-
plined and professional naval men. You trusted them with your life. In later years 
many suffered early deaths and illnesses. Their wives, widows, and families were 
often desperate. I recalled the 250-350 messages I have written to be read at 
Grapple veterans funerals. It takes its toll. 
 

Since copying the lists, the sailors images remain deeply etched in my mind. I am 
experiencing a unique grieving process. I feel despair of Governments that when 
they were needed most, to avoid responsibility and without compassion, they 
buried the human tragedies that evolved from British nuclear testing service. The 
smallest concession involves years of political battles. From us in New Zealand, to 
those affected veterans, partners, and families, where-ever you may be, 'Kia 
Kaha. E kore koe e wakawarehia e matou”. (Be strong. You are not forgotten by 
us). 
 

Roy Sefton QSM 
Chair. 
NZ Nuclear Test Veterans Association Charitable Trust. 

Worldwide News 
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