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Monthly Newsletter – January 2019 

Welcome to the January 2019 edition of the BNTVA Monthly newsletter.  This printed version will 

be distributed to anyone who requests it. We will aim to take the news items from Social Media and 

the Newsdesk and collate them together.   If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please 

contact us using the above contact details. 

 

New NRPB Study 

Public Health England have confirmed that they have started another study into the health of the 

Nuclear Veterans. Unfortunately, this does not include the descendants as was promised by Gavin 

Williamson in our meeting in 2018. 

Details of the study can be found online: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-weapons-test-participants-study 

The interesting part of this study is that they have continued to monitor the mortality rates and rates 

of cancer using the original cohort of 21,357 people. The documents states: 

“PHE has continued to collect data on cancer incidence and mortality in the veterans and controls 

in the cohort since the third analysis and now has an additional twenty years of information. This 

means that a new analysis will now be better able to address the objectives of the study with 

increased accuracy.” 

They have continued this by: 

“The NWTPS is a records based study, which means that details for each individual are drawn from 

existing records and do not require individuals to be contacted for data or to complete a 

questionnaire. This approach both reduces the impact on the individual as well as reducing any risk 

of bias in response from study subjects. 

Information about health events (such as date and causes of death, and date and details of cancer 

incidence information) are provided to the study team by the NHS Central Registers (NHSCRs). 

The NWTPS examines all causes of death, whether from cancer or any other disease or condition. 

The NWTPS reports show more details. The UK national registries are internationally recognised as 

an invaluable resource in providing excellent and unbiased information about deaths and cancers 

in the UK population. There is no better resource available for this type of study.” 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-weapons-test-participants-study
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Medal Campaign Update 

We are still awaiting confirmation from the government that the committee setup to look into our 

campaign is now functioning. 

 

The latest letter from Gavin Williamson in December 2018 said that an announcement was 

imminent, and it would start work in 2019. I have asked for further clarification on the dates and the 

announcement. 

 

I have also written to the Prime Minister asking her to intervene in this matter as we lose on average 

one veteran a week and we cannot wait any longer.  

 

We have received great support from a number of MP’s, an example from Kevin Foster: 

 

 
 

Please write to your MP and highlight the need for medallic recognition, we need to continue to apply 

pressure to the MP’s and the greater the cross party support we have the better it is for us to be 

non-political and for us to ensure that our veterans are correctly recognised for their sacrifices. 
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We have a new initiative where you can sponsor a copy of the Fallout book to be sent to your MP 

by the BNTVA with a letter asking for their support. You can order the book for £8 from our website 

and we will send it direct to your MP. 

 

https://www.bntva.com/product-page/fallout-living-in-the-shadow-of-the-bomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Archives 

 

All information relating to the Atomic Bomb testing program have been removed from public view 

from the National Archives. No document can be accessed as they are now flagged as “Under 

Review”.  

 

No official response has been received from the NRA who are the department responsible for the 

documents, the National Archives state that the owner of the documents asked for them to be 

removed. 

 

There are various theories as to why they have been removed, but a new facility has been built in 

Scotland to house documents related to Nuclear records. It is envisaged that the documents will be 

reviewed and then relocated to Scotland. 

 

Jon Agar who is Professor of STS, UCL. Historian of science and technology has entered into 

correspondence with the NDA and has extracted a little bit more information. To fully see what is 

being said have a look at his twitter feed which I will provide a link to here. The officials are saying 

the following –  

 

"working in collaboration with colleagues in the MOD and AWE a collection of records has been 

temporarily withdrawn from general access at the National Archives at Kew as part of a review 

process” 

 

 

  

https://www.bntva.com/product-page/fallout-living-in-the-shadow-of-the-bomb
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Soldiering On Awards 

 

Douglas Hern who has been a trustee of the BNTVA for over 20 years has been 

shortlisted in the Soldering On Awards in the Lifetime Achievement Category.  

 

The award will be announced in April 2019 and we wish the best of luck to Doug, 

who has not only helped the BNTVA, but a number of other service charities, 

including the Merchant Navy Association. 

 

 

BNTVA Annual Conference 2019 

 

The BNTVA Annual Conference will be held at Chateau 

Impney, Worcestershire on the 18th May 2019.  

 

A booking form is enclosed for anyone who wishes to 

attend. It is a great event, with a chance to catch up on 

BNTVA items and listen to speakers from around the 

world and meet old friends. 

 

You can stay at the hotel at a discounted rate or just 

attend the conference and dinner in the evening, the 

choice is yours. 

 

Sir John Hayes 

 

Congratulations to our patron Sir John Hayes who has been awarded a knighthood. Sir John works 

tirelessly for our Association and we are lucky to have such a hard-working person as our Patron. 

 

 

Joining the BNTVA 

 

Membership of the BNTVA costs from as little as £20 for a single membership and £30 for a family 

membership. We rely on membership funds to ensure that these Newsletters can be distributed. If 

you are not a member and would like to join the Association or know of a family member or colleague 

who would, please use the following methods: 

 

Telephone – 0208 144 3080 

 

Email – info@bntva.com 

 

Postal Address -  BNTVA PO Box 1223 Spalding Lincolnshire PE11 9GD. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@bntva.com

