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An exciting new book, detailing the story of Sir James Gordon Josephson 

O.B.E who monitored the British Nuclear Test Programme. It will be on 

sale via Amazon in both physical and electronic format in October 2018. 

Written by Mr Slaine McRoth who is donating a percentage of the profits 

to the BNTVA. Never before has a book been written in this format regard-

ing the Nuclear Tests. 

The X, Y and Z Files 



Welcome to  

The British Nuclear Test Veterans Association is a charity registered in England and 

Wales (1173575) 

If you would like to unsubscribe or change how you hear from us in the future, please write to 

us at PO Box 1223, Spalding. PE11 9GD, email info@bntva.com or call 0208 144 3080. 

Dear Member, 

Welcome to the autumn edition of Campaign magazine! 

Campaign 

We have reached the 10,000 signature mark on the online petition, which is a 

great achievement. This has caused the government to respond to the petition. 

I have met with the Defence Secretary and our Patron, John Hayes and we will con-

tinue to fight for medal recognition. The new sub-committee founded to look into 

our medal request is being formed and we will ensure that we have representation 

on the committee.  

The awareness of the British Nuclear Veterans is increasing every day and we ap-

preciate your help with all aspects of our work and will continue to work hard on 

your behalf to ensure that no Nuclear Veteran is forgotten.   

It is an honour to be Chairman of this fantastic Association. 

Thank you so much for your ongoing support. 

Best Wishes 

 

 

Alan Owen FBCS CITP 

Chairman 
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 The BNTVA are committed to the British Nuclear Veterans and continue to sup-

port all Nuclear Veterans and their families.  

We continue to fight for recognition of the British Nuclear Veterans via the 

medal recognition campaign and will continue to help as many Veterans and 

their families as possible. 

We are busy working on  a new Children’s group within the BNTVA as per the 

members requests at the AGM. We hope to launch this at the 2019 conference. 

We are receiving support from the New Zealand Nuclear Veterans Association 

and the National Association of Atomic Veterans. Internal co-operation is key to  

ensure that all Nuclear Veterans are not forgotten. 

The board have been working extremely hard ensuring that the BNTVA contin-

ue to move forward, and we are pleased to announce that a new National 

Standard is being designed for the BNTVA 1173575 charity.  

The BNTVA needs to keep its singular identity and push forward for the Veter-

ans and their families. We will support the projects within the NCCF, including 

the DNA research, Memorial Projects and The Care, Wellbeing and Inclusion 

Fund as these are important to the Veteran community. 

We are now at the end of our first year as the new CIO Foundation and we have 

achieved so much in the first 12 months, but this is just the beginning, there is 

so much more planned. If you require anything from the BNTVA, please contact 

us on 0208 144 3080 or via info@bntva.com. 

BNTVA Board—8th September 2018 

www.bntva.com 
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Medal Campaign Update 
2018 Medal Recognition Campaign Update —Online Petition 

In August 2018, we reached 

the 10,000 mark on our offi-

cial online petition. 

This was a significant step 

forward and for everyone 

who helped to get to this 

stage, the BNTVA board 

would like to thank you very 

much, your hard work is 

appreciated. 

The awareness levels of the 

Nuclear Veterans and our 

Medal Campaign are at the 

highest levels and the gov-

ernment have responded 

with an official statement. 

The Daily Mirror continue 

to support the campaign, 

and numerous interviews 

have now been aired on 

BBC and on national radio. 

A new sub-committee is 

being formed by the De-

fence Secretary (Gavin Wil-

liamson) who will look at 

the evidence that we will be 

providing and will review 

the decision not to award a 

medal to the British Nuclear 

Test Veterans in 2012. 

We will be using the Mas-

sey research from the New 

Zealand Nuclear test Vet-

erans Association and 

documentation obtained 

by the Daily Mirror. 

Please continue to raise 

awareness of the cam-

paign so that we can en-

sure that the pressure 

continues to be applied. 

Medal Campaign 
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Conference Report 

Official Response 
MoD response to the Medal Campaign 

The Government continues to recognise and be grateful to all Service 
personnel and civilians who participated in the British Nuclear testing 
programme. 
 
Their selfless contribution ensured that the UK was equipped with the 
deterrent we needed during the dangerous years of the Cold War. 
 
The Ministry of Defence has asked the Cabinet Office if The Committee 
on the Grants of Honours, Decorations and Medals (The HD Committee) 
would consider looking afresh at the previous information, and examine 
any new evidence presented by campaigners.  
 
If the Committee decides that a medal is appropriate recognition for vet-
erans, a recommendation will be made to Her Majesty The Queen. It is 
envisaged that if the recommendation is supported any subsequent 
medal would be made available to all those who witnessed the nuclear 
tests. 
 
Ministry of Defence 

Medal Campaign 
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2018 NAAV Conference 
5 Nations Represented 

A 5 member delegation 

attended the National 

Atomic Veterans Confer-

ence in Portland, Oregon on 

the 12th, 13th and 14th of 

September 2018. 

The Chairman, Vice-

Chairman and Operation 

Dominic representative pro-

moted the BNTVA at the 

first 5 nations conference. 

Representatives from 

France, Marshall Islands and 

French Polynesia were in 

attendance to make it the 

first 5 nationals conference 

for Nuclear Veterans in the 

world. 

The conference was very 

well attended with repre-

sentatives from the Stars 

and Stripes magazine re-

porting on the conference. 

The Chairman addressed 

the conference and updat-

ed the audience on the UK 

programs which are cur-

rently underway. 

Jean-Francois Grenot  rep-

resented AVEN and 

updated the audience on 

the progress of the 

French veterans. 

Moretal Brotherson gave 

a history of the French 

Polynesia and their plight 

during the French Nucle-

ar Tests. It was unbeliev-

able to think that the 

French continued to test 

Nuclear Weapons until 

1996. 

Kianna Angelo represent-

ed the Marshall Islands 

and explained the issues 

facing the Marshallese. 

2018 NAAV Conference 

www.bntva.com 
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Linda Richards prepared a talk on her exciting project ‘Oral Histories’ , recording 

and documenting the stories of the Veterans. She is very keen to involve the 

British Nuclear Veterans in her project.  

Holly Barker presented her work with the Burke University and the BNTVA have 

been invited to submit photographs for a display within the University as part 

of the Nuclear Section. Alan Owen accepted her invitation and will be providing 

the pictures. 

Jean–Claude Kouyoumdjian presented the work of OBSIVEN and the research 

that they are carrying out and their new project looking at DNA, this research is 

very exciting and will compliment the work being carried out by Brunel Univer-

sity in the UK. 

Alan Owen presented a new project ‘Nuclear Veterans Worldwide’ which will 

allow for a central source of information from organisations across the world. 

The new website will list the organisations who support the Nuclear Veterans 

and their work across the world. This was very well received and the organisa-

tions who were represented expressed their interest in joining. 

Keith Kiefer (who was elected as the new National Commander from the 1st 

October 2018) closed the conference with an update on how NAAV have been 

progressing throughout the year.  They are also fighting for a medal to recog-

nise the Nuclear Veterans and were interested in our campaign and how we 

can work together to ensure that the Veterans are recognised worldwide. 

A banquet dinner was held with Marshallese dancers from the Portland Youth 

Group performing a traditional dance. A raffle and auction was also held, this 

was a first for the NAAV members and was held after the NAAV trustees who 

attended the BNTVA Conference in 2018 saw how successful it was.  

2018 NAAV Conference 

The 3 trustees self funded their air fare for the trip and NAAV provided the accommodation 

and all aspects of the conference free of charge. Only basic expenses will be claimed for this 

trip by the 3 trustees. 
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2018 NAAV Conference 
Closed Meeting 

The BNTVA representatives 

were honoured to be invit-

ed to the closed meeting of 

the NAAV membership and 

board. 

During this meeting, various 

aspects of the NAAV was 

discussed and the member-

ship were asked for their 

ideas on taking the Charity 

forward. 

Members were very proac-

tive in the meeting and a 

number of motions were 

passed. 

The NAAV board then voted 

on the new board mem-

bers. These board members 

then left the room and dis-

cussed the positions 

amongst themselves. 

It was decided that Fred 

Schafer would be replaced 

as National Commander by 

Keith Kiefer and that Fred 

would become Vice Com-

mander. 

This would take place from 

the 1st October 2018. 

This insight into the run-

ning of another not for 

profit organisation 

proved invaluable to the 

BNTVA trustees who 

attended the meeting. 

The NAAV has a number 

of State Commanders 

across the country, who 

co-ordinate the efforts in 

their areas. 

This is something the 

BNTVA should consider 

and have a representa-

tive in each county. 

2018 NAAV Conference 

www.bntva.com 
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Members had travelled thousands of miles to the conference, one person had 

driven over 2,400 miles to attend, with others flying across the USA. 

2018 NAAV Conference 

Haskell Watts Jnr displaying one of many 

slogans. Haskell was the inspiration for the 

slogan for our Medal Campaign in 2017.  

His new slogan is again one which we shall 

be using. 

The NAAV Board members 

deliberating the positions that 

they were to take up now that 

they had been appointed by 

the membership. 

These deliberations took only 

15 minutes to decide on the 

positions. The dedication from 

the board was incredible to 

watch, they are very passion-

ate about their Charity, as are 

we. 
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2018 NAAV Conference 
Evergreen Aviation Museum 

2018 NAAV Conference 

www.bntva.com 

As part of the conference, trips were organised to the Evergreen Aviation 

Museum and Oregon Gardens, with lunch at Taggart American Legion. 
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2018 NAAV Conference 

The Museum is home to the ‘Spruce Goose’ as well as a number of space 

rockets and a replica of the Mars Rover. 
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2018 NAAV Conference 
Evergreen Aviation Museum—Space Exhibit 

2018 NAAV Conference 

www.bntva.com 
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2018 NAAV Conference 

Lunch was held at the Taggart American Legion with everyone welcom-

ing the overseas representatives with open arms. 
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2018 NAAV Conference 
Our Hosts - Fred and Barb Schafer 

2018 NAAV Conference 

www.bntva.com 

 
A special mention must be made of our hosts, Fred and Barb Schafer 

who gave up their home to accommodate the BNTVA representatives. 

They arranged a number of excursions across Oregon, starting with a 

welcome dinner at the Lebanon American Legion. These two people 

went above and beyond to make us feel welcome and for that we are 

very thankful. Without their generous offer of free accommodation, this 

trip would not have been possible. Keith and Mary Ann Kiefer and the 

NAAV board made this trip a memorable one and without the support of 

the membership who donated money for our hotel rooms during the 

conference we would not have made the trip. 

Alex Partezana made the trip from Ohio at the age of 88 just to meet up 

with Alan Owen as he did last year. This trip was 2400 miles and involved 

2 air flights, incredible dedication to the Nuclear cause.  

Mike and Connie Scalf presented the BNTVA with a personal cheque for 

$500. We thank them for the generosity. 

Fred and Barb are at the ‘Fork in the Road’, 

a local landmark in Lebanon, Oregon. This 

giant fork symbolises a fork in your life and 

who you want to spend your life with. 
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2018 NAAV Conference 

BNTVA and NAAV enjoying 

dinner at Mo’s restaurant 

Prisoner of War and Missing 

in Action memorials at the 

American Legion. 

The Pacific Ocean 

Mel, Alex and Keith debating 

at Famous Dave’s restaurant. 
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Funeral Arrangements 
Coffin Drape and Standard Bearers 

For any Nuclear Veteran’s 

family who would like to 

honour their loved one at 

the funeral, the BNTVA can 

provide a coffin drape and 

Standard Bearers to attend 

the service. 

The coffin drape is available 

by calling Alexandra Hern 

on 0208 144 3080. It will be 

sent via registered post to 

the Funeral Director with 

instructions on returning 

the drape once the ceremo-

ny has finished. 

If we are able to attend and 

you request it, a Standard 

Bearer will also attend the 

ceremony. 

There is no cost to this ser-

vice, the BNTVA will cover 

all costs relating to the 

drape and Standard Bear-

ers. 

Please do not contact the 

NCCF for the coffin drape as 

it is controlled by the 

BNTVA. 

 

 

It is always a difficult 

time to lose a loved one 

and the BNTVA want to 

pay tribute to their Vet-

erans at the end of their 

journey. 

Each Veterans story is a 

different one and if you 

would like us to remem-

ber a loved one in the 

Campaign magazine, 

please send their story 

and photographs  to edi-

tor@bntva.com 

Funeral Arrangements 

www.bntva.com 
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Membership of the BNTVA entitles you to receive the Campaign magazine 

quarterly or via email. 

There are two ways to pay your BNTVA membership: Cheque and Direct Debit. 

Cheque Payment 
Make cheque payable to BNTVA, write your membership number (if known) 

on the rear of the cheque and return to: 

BNTVA,  PO Box 1223,  Spalding,  PE11 9GD. 

Direct Debit—ask us for a form! 

Email info@bntva.com or call 0280 144 3080. 

Join the BNTVA 

To join the BNTVA contact us for a membership application form which 

contains all the details on paying your membership. 

Single Member £20. Family Membership £30. 

All membership data is stored on a secure server in accordance with GDPR. We will not pass 

on your information to any third party. To view our privacy policy, visit www.bntva.com or call 

0208 144 3080 for full details. 

PayPal 

Send payments to secretary@bntva.com 

Membership Details 
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Reader Articles 

Letter from Mr Godden 

I am sending some photos of my tour at Christmas Island 1957-1958. 

Also I’d like to mention that we lost a very good friend of mine, Jessie James, 

who lost his life saving one of the troop. The lad went over the reef which was 

well signed as being dangerous, Jess went in after him and got him back but 

then he was dragged over the reef and drowned. We buried at sea. 

I don’t know if he was mentioned in despatches or not for after we got back to 

Maidstone in Kent I was sent on a course at Chatham, in the meantime our regi-

ment went to Osnabruck but I did not join them until 1959, by that time every-

thing had changed, the CO and 2IC had both gone even the SSM, so I am sorry 

to say I never followed it up. 

Back to the Island. 

All day long we had a plane spraying DDT to kill the flies. The showers were salt 

water, the toilets were oil drums and our beds were full of red bed bugs. We 

had an open air cinema and one film was called “HELL DRIVES”. Next day all the 

trucks were lined up at the workshops to have numbers painted on the doors 

just like in the film 

We worked for 7 days a week to get ready for the ‘H’ Bomb Test. We were is-

sued with dark glasses for the test but nothing else. When the bomb went off 

we were looking in the opposite direction with our eyes closed. It was just like 

daylight, then the blast hit us and knocked us all over. It was scary for we were 

over 30 miles away. 
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Reader Articles 

We left the island in January 1958 on the “Dunera” troop ship, it was sad really, 

although we worked hard we all enjoyed it. We were very young and really did not 

know much about it. 

Yours faithfully 

D. Godden 

Ex Boy Harrogate (53-56) 22967599 

Our Regiment was 25 Corps Eng. Regt R.E. 

Our Sqn. Was 37 Field Sqn. R.E. 

Dave Godden on top of his tent.  

Xmas Island 1957 

Outside tent 

Xmas Island 1957 

37 Field Squadron  

Royal Engineers 
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Reader Articles 

Letter from Janet Williams 

My late husband, John Leonard Williams, was one of the RAF national service-

men who witnessed the bomb exploding in Maralinga during the British Nuclear 

Tests. He was born in 1937 in Newport, South Wales where he lived all his life. 

He did his National Service training in Saint Athens, Cardiff. 

Because this was near his home, he used to invite airmen from all over the 

country to stay at his house at weekends. I know he served in Athens during the 

Gulf crisis and was also based in Bahrain - but unfortunately I do not know the 

name of his regiment. I have been trying to find out as much as I can about his 

regiment. I have been trying to find out as much as I can about his records with 

the help of BNTVA, of which I am now a member. He served two years in the 

RAF as a conscript and then a third year as a regular, working mainly in the 

stores. I know he had a friend named Eddie Spragg (or Sprogg) who was from 

Essex but have failed to trace him or any descendants on Facebook. 

John spent six months in Australia altogether and I know he was there in 1957. I 

read with interest the article in the BNTVA magazine by Peter Smith telling of 

his experience in Maralinga and am grateful for his reply to my email. I wonder 

if the explosion John witnessed was Operation Buffalo (the one Peter de-

scribed) and I wish I had discussed the whole experience more with John when 

he was alive. John always expressed sadness on Remembrance Sunday that the 

British Nuclear Test Veterans were never acknowledged. I wish he had lived to 

learn of the acknowledgement now granted them, due to struggle of the 

BNTVA to gain this recognition. 
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Reader Articles 

I am grateful to BNTVA for their work on behalf of the nuclear veterans. Like so 

many other nuclear test veterans. John’s health began to deteriorate in his late 

forties and, after years of pain caused by rheumatoid arthritis, he died of stomach 

cancer in 2000 at the age of sixty two. 

Not long before he died John managed to put down on paper a short personal de-

scription of his Maralinga experience although this was difficult for him to write, It 

is all we have. Sadly, no photographs of him in uniform exist. I know it is a long 

shot in the dark, but I am hoping that someone reading this would either have 

served with him or would be the descendant of someone who was in Maralinga at 

the same time.  

John told me that no protective clothing was provided. They were woken up early 

on the day of the tests, bundled into a van and were not told where they were go-

ing or the reason for the journey. These national servicemen were used as guinea 

pigs without the knowledge or permission. I am putting together a memory book 

of John’s life and his Maralinga story to leave to the grandchildren he never lived 

to see. I want the horror  of the British Nuclear Tests to be passed on. 

John’s son and grandsons 

visit the BNTVA memorial 

in Liverpool 
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Reader Articles 

John Williams Story 

Maralinga—In His Own Words 

 

“In Australia our base was at a place called Edinburgh Field, which was an Aus-

tralian Force Base located about 189 miles from Adelaide. From there we were 

flown 600 miles North to Maralinga. On arrival we were told to form up facing 

an air balloon, much the same as were used during the war as barrage balloons 

during air raids.  

From this an atom bomb was suspended underneath. We were told to listen to 

the countdown from 10-1, and on the count of one we had to turn away from 

the blast covering our eyes with our hands. When the blast occurred I could feel 

the heat on the back of my neck. 

We were then dispersed to get ready to return to our base at Edinburgh Field, 

but before we left we watched some aircraft fly through the atomic cloud. The 

aircraft returned to base to be decontaminated. I often wonder what protection 

the decontamination squad wore, and also what happened to the Aboriginals 

who lived close to the bomb location. I spent five months in Australia before re-

turning to the UK.” 

If anyone has any information relating to 

John’s regiment or knew John personally, 

please email janetleonard43@gmail.com 

or contact the BNTVA. 
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Reader Articles 

RAF M.T.D CHRISTAS ISLAND 1958 - GRAPPLE Z 

 

After square bashing and trade training I was posted to 16 MU Stafford, Six weeks, 

to Risely 217 MU. Mustard Gas moving 1500 toms of it to railway sidings. 

Completing that over 5 months I was “invited” to “paradise”, otherwise known as 

Christmas Island. Working as a transporting drier to Air Movements and as a fork 

lift driver together with Corporal Gilbert. 

Mostly loading or unloading men on or off the island. One day a Hastings aircraft 

brought in a very large box that the lads struggled to get on the forks, behind were 

two fire engines with foam guns pointing at the “box” and several high ranking 

officers and AWRE guys observing. 

At just nineteen it did not bother me so I placed it on a waiting wagon which then 

trundled off over the hanger next to the airstrip. It could have been a “H” but it 

looks like that box ended up beneath the floor balloons on the 22nd August.  

“A” true story. 

Best Wishes 

Eddie Soan 

2 more “H” and 1 more “A” 

Letter from Eddie Soan 
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Merchandise 

Shop Success 
Record levels of orders 

The BNTVA Shop continues to be a great 

success with an unprecedented number of 

orders in the last few months. 

We continue to add items to the range, 

including: 

• Car Stickers 

• Belts 

• Trolley Tokens 

• Books 

Visit https://www.bntva.com/shop to see 

the range of items. A big thank you to eve-

ryone who has ordered recently. 
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Social Media 

 

Social Media 

How to find us online 
A simple guide to the BNTVA online 

The main BNTVA website can be found by typing in www.bntva.com into any 

Internet Search engine or bowser. This is our main site and contains details of 

the BNTVA and the shop to purchase items. 

On Facebook, you can find our pages by searching using the following: 

• B.N.T.V.A. The Charity for Atomic Veterans - Official page 

• Fallout - Nuclear Test Veteran Children's Group - Descendants group 

• British nuclear test veterans association (bntva) - unofficial page 

• Children of Atomic Veterans - American descendants page 

On twitter, search for @BNTVA or follow our Chairman using @BNTVAC 

On Instagram use BNTVAMEDIA to post pictures 

Our Facebook page contains the majority of posts and articles and news, the 

Fallout group is a closed group and you will need to be accepted to join the 

group. If you can get online, have a look at the posts on Facebook and the 

fantastic pictures and stories being published every day. 

For further information on the National Association of Atomic Veterans, visit 

www.naav.com. 

The new International Nuclear Veterans Organisation website can be viewed 

at www.nuclearvets.com. 
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 Facebook Success 
900,000 Post Reach - Over 1,000 likes to the Official Page 

Since the BNTVA took full control of their online presence, our Facebook 

awareness levels have increased by over 1,116 percent.  

By continuing to promote the Nuclear Veterans and link across the world 

sharing posts and information with other Veteran Organisations and allowing 

our members to share their stories and express their views our online com-

munity is interacting and engaging with the world. 

The latest VICE documentary featuring the Veterans stories from the AGM at 

Weston Super Mare has now been viewed over 15 million times. 

We encourage everyone who has a Facebook account to like our page, share 

our stories across the world. 

With the Fallout page increasing in number daily, we now have 562 members 

from across the world, sharing stories and information. 

With the launch of www.nuclearvets.com as a central source for all organisa-

tions linked with the Nuclear testing programs across the world, we can en-

sure that all Facebook pages can be linked together and share important in-

formation. 

Remember you are never too old to be online, Facebook is a fantastic source 

of information. 
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2019 Annual Conference 
Chateau Impney, Worcester 18th May—Save the Date 

The 2019 Conference will be held 

at Chateau Impney. Rooms will be 

available from £55 per night. 

Sitting in 140 acres of picturesque 

grounds, with quaint bridges over 

glistening streams and a glimpse 

of the Malvern Hills in the dis-

tance.  

Save this date in your diary, it will 

be a special occasion. 

Easily accessible and just minutes from 

Junction 5 of the M5, Chateau Impney 

is one of the finest, most authentic ex-

amples of classic French chateau-style 

buildings in the UK, with a rich history 

spanning more than 100 years.   

Full details of booking the event will be 

distributed in January 2019, where 

guest speakers will also be confirmed.   

 

2019 Annual Conference 
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Worldwide News 

NZNTVA MEETS WITH MINISTER FOR VETERANS OVER FALSE RESEARCH ISSUES  
 
NZNTVA has campaigned and obtained pensions, a nuclear presumptive 
list, a nuclear service medal and other benefits for the New Zealand Opera-
tion Grapple veterans. A major milestone was a 2007 study on the DNA of 
50 NZ Operation Grapple veterans. The study determined radiation in-
duced genetic damage in the veterans. NZNTVA has had an 11 year battle 
with past New Zealand Government's. They would not fully acknowledge 
the Massey University research finding of DNA damage in the nuclear test 
veterans. Instead, government's initiated a fabricated scientific “official 
document”, and used biased opinion of the UK Government, that when re-
quired, allows Government to avoid responsibility for the NZ veterans and 
their off-spring. 
 
In late 2017, our Government changed. In July 2018, NZNTVA, with Dr Al 
Rowland ONZM, the research lead scientist, met with the new Minister of 
Veterans, Hon Ron Mark, and presented our concerns. Of prime concern 
was, the false political recording of the research, and its damaging affect 
on future research, especially on the vets off-spring. The Minister was visi-
bly shocked by the information that we provided to him. The issues are 
presently under consideration. We are mindful of political twists, but we 
are hopeful that the NZ research will finally get the honest political recog-
nition it deserves. Recognition of the 2007 Massey University research will 
not only benefit the NZ group, but the veterans and their families in other 
countries also. 
 

 
Roy Sefton QSM 
Chair. 
 
NZ Nuclear Test Veterans 

Association Charitable Trust. 
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BNTVA Board of Trustees 

Appointed  

Persons 

Alison Walker 

Secretary 

 

Sandie Hern 

Vice Chairman 

 

Ron Watson 

Treasurer 

 

Alan Owen 

Chairman 

 

Doug Hern 

Historian 

 

Shell Grigg 

Fallout Group 

 

Susan 
Musselwhite 

Social Media Manager 

Eric Barton 

Operation Dominic 

 

Robert McCann 

Standard Bearer 

The Very Revd, Nicholas 
Frayling BA, LLD 

Association Chaplain 

John Hayes CBE MP 

Patron 
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0208 144 3080 

 

info@bntva.com  
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